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1 . This action is responsive to the amendment and remarks filed on December 18, 2006. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this appHcation is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/17/2006 has been entered. 

3 . Claims 1 - 1 7 are presented for examination. 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. code not included in this office action can be 
found in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 1, 6, 12, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because "An apparatus" that 
does not include any functional structure of an apparatus is considered as program per se, which 
is not one of the categories of statutory subject matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC 103 
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7. Claims 1-5, 8 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Agraharam et al, U.S. Patent 5,956,482 (hereinafter Agraharam) in view of Porter et al, U.S. 
Patent 6,675,299 (hereinafter Porter). 

8. Agraharam and Porter were cited in the last office action. 

9. As per claim 1, 5 and 12, Agraharam taught the invention substantially as claimed for 
providing a service to a plurality of information processing apparatuses, the service providing, 
apparatus functioning as a shared server on a network, comprising: 

storage means for storing a group (e.g. participation list predetermined code) (page 3, 
paragraphs 36 and 37), and content (page 1, paragraph 15); 

reception means for receiving a group request to include a corresponding one of the 
plurality of information processing apparatuses in one of the plurality of groups (e.g. 
participation list) (page 3, paragraphs 27 and 36), the group request selecting a respective 
one of the plurality of groups (page 3, paragraph 29), the group request transmitted fi*om 
any of the information processing apparatuses belonging to one of the plurality of groups 
(page 3, paragraphs 27 and 36), and for receiving a content request (e.g. specifies the 
multimedia document) transmitting from any of the information processing apparatuses 
belonging to one of the plurality of groups, the content request including a selection of 
available content (page 3, paragraphs 28 and 34); 
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acquisition means for acquiring data coordinated with the content request (page 1 , 
paragraph 16) and communication means for transmitting the data acquired by said 
acquisition means simultaneously (page 1, paragraph 16) to all of those of the 
information processing apparatuses currently accessing the shared server and belonging 
to a same group (e.g. session audience) (page 2, paragraph 19; page 3, paragraphs 27 and 
29). 

10. Agraharam did not specifically teach storing a plurality of groups and a list of available 
content. Porter taught a shared file management system for storing a plurality of groups (col. 8, 
lines 21-31; col. 10, lines 33-48) and a list of available content (col. 11, lines 4-9, 26-32; col. 11, 
line 66-coL 12, line 6). Furthermore, Porter taught a selection from a list of available content 
(col. 9, line 62-col. 10, line 9). 

11. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Agraharam and Porter because Porter's teaclaing 
of storing a plurality groups would increase the utilization of the shared server to provide 
services to multiple groups. 

(Note that Agraharam 's system must store a plurality of groups in order to provide services to 
multiple session audiences.) 
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12. As per claim 2, Agraharam and Porter taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 1 above. Agraharam further taught wherein the data is music data (page 1, paragraph 15), 
and the selection is particular music data (page 2, paragraph 17; page 3, paragraphs 34 and 35). 

1 3. As per claim 3, Agraharam and Porter taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 1 above. Agraharam farther taught comprising transmission means for receiving text data 
transmitted from any of the information processing apparatuses accessing the shared server and 
transmitting the text data to the least one other information processing apparatus accessing the 
shared server and belonging to the same group (page 3, paragraph 30). 

14. As per claim 4, Agraharam taught the invention substantially as claimed for a service 
providing apparatus for providing a service to a plurality of information processing apparatuses 
accessing a single shared server on a network, comprising: 

a storage controlling step of controlling a group (page 3, paragraphs 36 and 37), and 
content (page 1, paragraph 15); 

a reception step of receiving a group request to include a corresponding one of the 
pluraHty of information processing apparatuses in one of the plurality of groups (e.g. 
participation list) (page 3, paragraphs 27 and 36), the group request selecting a respective 
one of the plurality of groups (page 3, paragraph 29), and for receiving a content request 
(e.g. specifies the multimedia document) transmitting from any of the information 
processing apparatuses belonging to one of the plurality of groups, the content request 
including a selection of available content (page 3, paragraphs 28 and 34), the group 
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request and the content request received by the single shared server (BWS Center) (page 
3, paragraphs 27 and 28); 

an acquisition step of acquiring data coordinated with the content request (page 1, 
paragraph 16) to the single shared server (page 2, paragraph 19; page 3, paragraph 28); 
and 

a communication step of transmitting the data acquired by said acquisition step 
simultaneously from the single shared server (page 1, paragraph 16) to all of those of the 
information processing apparatuses currently accessing the single shared server and 
belonging to a same group (e.g. session audience) (page 2, paragraph 19; page 3, 
paragraphs 27 and 29). 

15. Agraharam did not specifically teach storage controlling a plurality of groups and a list of 
available content. Porter taught a shared file management system for storage controlling a 
plurality of groups (col. 8, lines 21-31; col. 10, lines 33-48) and a list of available content (col. 
11, lines 4-9, 26-32; col. 11, line 66-col. 12, line 6). Furthermore, Porter taught a selection from 
a list of available content (col. 9, line 62-col. 10, line 9). 

16. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Agraharam and Porter because Porter's teaching 
of storage controlling a plurality groups would increase the utilization of the shared server to 
provide services to multiple groups. 
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(Note that Agraharam's system must store and control a plurality of groups in order to provide 
services to multiple session audiences.) 

17. As per claim 8, Agraharam taught the invention substantially as claimed for an 
information processing apparatus for accessing a service providing apparatus functioning as a 
single shared server, which provides services on a network, together with other information 
processing apparatuses, comprising: 

an inputting step of inputting access information for accessing a single shared server of 
the service providing apparatus (BWS Center 100, fig. 1) to select a group (page 3, 
paragraph 37); 

a display controlling step of controlling display of available contents transmitted from the 
single shared server of the service providing apparatus (page 2, paragraphs 20 and 21); 
a requesting step of selecting content from the available content and requesting the single 
shared server of the service providing apparatus for transmission of the selected content 
to said information processing apparatus belonging to one of the plurality of groups and 
all the other information processing apparatuses currently accessing the shared server 
belonging to the same group (page 3, paragraphs 27, 29, 34 and 36); 
reception step of receiving data transmitted fi-om the single shared server of the service 
providing apparatus (e.g. BWS Center) to all of the information processing apparatuses 
belonging the same group (e.g. session audiences) (page 2, paragraphs 19 and 21); and 
reproduction step of reproducing the data (page 2, paragraph 19). 
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18. Agraharam did not specifically teach a plurality of groups and a list of available content. 
Porter taught a shared file management system for servicing a plurality of groups (col. 8, lines 
21-31; col. 10, lines 33-48) and a list of available content (col. 11, lines 4-9, 26-32; col. 11, line 
66-col. 12, line 6). Furthermore, Porter taught controlling display of a list of available content 
(col. 9, line 62-col. 10, line 9). 

19. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Agraharam and Porter because Porter's teaching 
of a plurality groups would increase the utilization of the shared server to provide services to 
multiple groups. 

(Note that Agraharam's system must store a plurality of groups in order to provide services to 
multiple session audiences.) 

20. As per claim 13, Agraharam and Porter taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 12 above. Agraharam further taught wherein the data is music data (page 1, paragraph 15), 
and the selection is particular music data (page 2, paragraph 18). 

21. As per claim 14, Agraharam and Porter taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 12 above. Agraharam further taught a transmission unit configured to receive text data 
transmitted from any of the information processing apparatuses accessing the shared server and 
configured to transmit the text data to the at least one other information processing apparatus 
accessing the shared server and belonging to the same group (page 3, paragraph 30). 
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22. Claims 6,7, 9-11 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Agraharam and Porter in view of Erdelyi, U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2004/0056879 (hereinafter Erdelyi). 

23. As per claims 6, 9 and 1 5, Agraharam taught the invention substantially as claimed for 
accessing a service providing apparatus fimctioning as a shared server, v^hich provides services 
on a network, together with other information processing apparatuses, comprising: 

inputting means for inputting access information for accessing the service providing 
apparatus to a group (page 3, paragraph 37); 

display control means for controlling display of available contents transmitted fi-om the 
service providing apparatus (page 2, paragraphs 20 and 21); 

requesting means for selecting content from among the available content and requesting 
the service providing apparatus for transmission of the selected content to said 
information processing apparatus belonging to one of the plurality of groups and the 
other information processing apparatuses currently accessing the shared server belonging 
to the same group (page 3, paragraphs 27, 29, 34 and 36); 

reception means for receiving data transmitted from the service providing apparatus (e.g. 
BWS Center) to all of the information processing apparatuses belonging the same group 
(e.g. session audiences) (page 2, paragraphs 19 and 21); and 
reproduction means for reproducing the data (page 2, paragraph 19). 
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24. Agraharam did not specifically teach a plurality of groups and a list of available content. 
Porter taught a shared file management system for servicing a plurality of groups (col. 8, lines 
21-31; col. 10, lines 33-48) and a list of available content (col. 1 1, lines 4-9, 26-32; col. 11, line 
66-col. 12, line 6). Furthermore, Porter taught controlling display of a list of available content 
(col. 9, line 62-col. 10, line 9). 

25. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Agraharam and Porter because Porter's teaching 
of a plurality groups would increase the utilization of the shared server to provide services to 
multiple groups. 

(Note that Agraharam' s system must store a plurality of groups in order to provide services to 
multiple session audiences.) 

26. Agraharam and Porter did not teach specifically teach media player. Erdelyi taught 
inputting access information into a single window of a media player configured to access a 
service (page 3, paragraphs 54-57); controlling display of available content in the single window 
of the media player (fig. 4A; page 4, paragraph 59); selecting content from the available content 
in the single window of the media player (page 4, paragraph 59) and transmission of the selected 
content by activating a command in the single window of the media player (page 4, paragraphs 
67; page 5, paragraph 80). 
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27. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Agraharam, Porter, and Erdelyi because 
Erdelyi's teaching of a single window of a media player would enhance and make it easier for 
users in Agraharam's and Porter's systems to input and to select information/contents utilizing 
the graphical interface. 

28. As per claim 7, Agraharam, Porter and Erdelyi taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 6 above. Porter further taught wherein the list of available content is a table 
listing available music data (col. 7, lines 32-37) (i.e., the list of files may be audio data) provided 
from the service providing apparatus (col. 1 1, lines 4-9, 26-32; col. 11, line 66-col. 12, line 6), 
and the data is particular music data corresponding to the selected content (col. 9, line 62-col. 10, 
line 9; col. 11, lines 4-9; col. 1 1, line 66-col. 12, line 6). 

29. As per claims 10, 1 1 and 17, Agraharam, Porter and Erdelyi taught the invention 
substantially as claimed in claims 6, 9 and 15 above. Erdelyi further taught activating a 
command by activating a play button in the single window of the media player (page 5, 
paragraphs 80 and 81). 

30. As per claim 16, Agraharam, Porter and Erdelyi taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 15 above. Porter further taught wherein the list of available content is a table 
listing available music data provided from the server providing apparatus, arid the data is 
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particular music data corresponding to the selected content (col. 11, lines 4-9; col. 1 1, line 66- 
col. 12, line 6; col. 7, lines 32-37). 

31. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17, filed 1 1/17/06, have been fully 
considered but are not deemed to be persuasive. 

32. In the remark applicant argued that 

(1) Agraharam does not teach communication means as claimed in 
claim 1. 

33. In response to point (1), applicant argued Agraharam that does not teach communication 
means as claimed in claim 1. Specifically, page 10, line 23 to page 1 1, line 2 of the remarks filed 
on 1 1/17/2006, applicant states: Agraharam describes that only terminals on this participation list 
receive the content, not all of the terminals currently accessing a shared server.'''' Examiner 
disagree. Agraharam teaches participation list indicates which client terminals are session 
audience (i.e., belonging to the group) (page 3, paragraph 27). Only client terminals included in 
the participation list can access the broadcast session (access to the shared server to receive the 
broadcast) (page 3, paragraph 29). As cited in page 3, lines 9-12 of the Office Action mailed on 
9/20/2006, Agraharam teaches controller 300 (i.e., part of shared server 100, fig. 1) broadcast 
data to all of client terminal of the session audience (transmit data to all of the information 
processing apparatuses) (page 2, paragraph 19). This means data are transmitted to all client 
terminals that are accessing to the broadcast session (i.e., currently accessing the shared server 
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BWS that broadcasts the session) (page 3, paragraph 29) and that are in the session audience 
indicated in the participation list (i.e., belonging to a same group)(page 3, paragraph 27). 
Accordingly, Agraharam teaches the communication means as claimed in claim 1 . 

CONCLUSION 

34. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Phillip et al, US 7,136,903 

35. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. Any inquiry concerning this communication or 
earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Philip C Lee whose telephone 
number is (571)272-3967. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM TO 5:30 PM 
Monday to Thursday and every other Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonv^anit can be reached on (571) 272- 
3913. The fax phone number for the organization w^here this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions 
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on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 



P.L. 





BUNJOB JAROENCHONWANIT 

dpervtsqrybStent examiner 



